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Terms of reference
1. [bookmark: AllTofR]That the Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025 be referred to Portfolio Committee No. 8 – Customer Service for inquiry and report. 
The terms of reference for the inquiry were referred to the committee by the Legislative Council on 3 February 2026.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Minutes, NSW Legislative Council, 3 February 2026, item 50.] 
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Committee details
	Committee members

	
	Hon Emma Hurst MLC
	Animal Justice Party
	Chair

	
	Ms Abigail Boyd MLC*
	The Greens
	

	
	Hon Mark Buttigieg MLC
	Australian Labor Party
	

	
	Hon Wes Fang MLC*
	Nationals
	

	
	Hon Aileen MacDonald MLC
	Liberal Party
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	Hon Emily Suvaal MLC
	Australian Labor Party
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	Website 
	https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/
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	portfoliocommittee8@parliament.nsw.gov.au

	
	Telephone
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* Ms Abigail Boyd MLC substituted for Dr Amanda Cohn MLC from 4 February 2026 for the duration of the inquiry.
* The Hon Wes Fang MLC replaced the Hon Scott Barrett MLC as a substantive member of the committee from 5 February 2026.













Secretariat
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[bookmark: ExecutiveSummary][bookmark: AllExecSummary]On 3 February 2026, the Legislative Council referred the Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025 (the bill) to Portfolio Committee No. 8 – Customer Service for inquiry and report by 23 March 2026. 
Despite a shortened timeline for review of the bill, to meet the terms of the resolution of the House, the inquiry received 13 submissions and heard from 14 witnesses during a public hearing. 
During the inquiry, the committee heard evidence from peak body organisations representing animal welfare and domestic and family violence services, tenant advocacy groups, property owner and real estate industry representatives.
A key focus of the inquiry was two reforms in the bill related to animals in rentals. Firstly, the bill would enable the regulations to control what information landlords and agents can request from rental applicants, with the intention of preventing them from asking about pets during the application process. Secondly, the bill gives tenants a seven-day period after signing a lease to apply for consent to keep a pet, during which time they are allowed to have the animal until the landlord responds to the application.
While the bill, at face value, seems like a sensible step forward it does have its limitations. In Victoria and the ACT pets are presumed to be allowed in rentals unless refused on valid grounds. Critically in those jurisdictions, the onus is on the landlord to apply to the relevant tribunal to reject an animal in a rental. By contrast, in New South Wales it is on tenants, the fundamentally more vulnerable party, to apply to the tribunal if a landlord refuses an application by a tenant to keep an animal. 
Some stakeholders were concerned about the possible unintended consequences of the bill, including challenges raised for victim-survivors of domestic violence who may delay leaving violent situations due to uncertainty about whether they could keep their pet in their next rental.  
Stakeholders also called for an extended grace period and better tenant protections, citing the inadequacy of the current seven-day grace period for tenants to apply for pet approval, and the need for tenants to be able to terminate leases without penalty if their pet application is refused. 
The committee also heard evidence that despite reforms, there is still a bias against renters with pets, with landlords and agents often favouring applications without pets. It is worth considering the consequences of this bias and lack of procedural transparency, such as compelling tenants to hide their pets, resulting in a breach of lease agreements and, in some cases, in evictions. In such cases no one wins – tenant, landlord, agent.
Witnesses advocated for landlords to disclose upfront if a property is unsuitable for pets due to specific reasons, thereby reducing the chance that tenants would unknowingly enter into leases where their pets are likely to be refused. 
Answers to questions on notice, along with the hearing transcript, are available on the committee's website. The committee thanks stakeholders for their valuable contributions to this inquiry. The committee also thanks the secretariat for their support and diligence, particularly given the tight timeframe. 
The committee has recommended various amendments to the bill. They include allowing a tenant 14 days (instead of seven days) to keep an animal at the residential premises before applying for consent to keep the animal; and allowing tenants to terminate their lease without penalty, with 30 days’ notice, if their application to keep an animal is refused – and allow the animal to remain at the rental premises during that period.
I look forward to the bill coming back to the Legislative Council for further debate and would hope that the concerns identified by stakeholders as set out in submissions and during the hearing be addressed. 
 

Hon Emma Hurst MLC
Committee Chair
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Recommendations 
Recommendation 1	3
That the Legislative Council proceed to debate the Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025.
Recommendation 2	4
That the NSW Government consider the following amendments to the Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025 proposed by stakeholders to address concerns raised in evidence:
	amend proposed section 73B(1A) to allow a tenant 14 days (instead of 7 days) to keep an animal at the residential premises before applying for consent to keep the animal
	allow a tenant to keep an animal at the residential premises until any application to the NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal (NCAT) has been determined (if they apply to NCAT within 14 days of refusal)
	allow a tenant to keep an animal at the residential premises for 30 days from the date of the landlord’s decision to refuse consent to keep the animal or, if the tenant applied to NCAT, 30 days from the NCAT decision refusing the animal
	require rental advertisements to disclose:
	whether the landlord lives at the property or
	whether there is any Act, law, local council order, by-law or community rule that restricts or prevents the keeping of an animal
	if a previous application for a pet has been refused in the rental home, information about when this pet was refused, on what grounds, and what species the pet was
	require a landlord to pay the tenants reasonable moving costs if the ground for refusal was required to be disclosed at the point of advertising, and it was not disclosed (e.g. if the landlord lives at the property)
	allow tenants to terminate their lease without penalty, with 30 days’ notice, if their application to keep an animal is refused – and allow the animal to remain at the rental premises during that period.
Recommendation 3	5
That the NSW Government consider taking steps to:
	support greater community education regarding animals in rentals
	support better data disclosure and data tracking around the outcome of applications to keep animals in rentals
	review the Residential Tenancies Act 2010 and consider implementing the process in place in other states and territories where the onus is on the landlord to apply to the relevant tribunal if they wish to prohibit animals on the residential premises.

[bookmark: Glossary][bookmark: _Toc455661397][bookmark: _Toc225168216]
Conduct of inquiry
The terms of reference for the inquiry were referred to the committee by the Legislative Council on 3 February 2026.

The committee received 13 submissions.

The committee held one public hearing: at Parliament House in Sydney. 

Inquiry related documents are available on the committee’s website, including submissions and the hearing transcript. 
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[bookmark: _Toc225168217]Overview	
1.1 The Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025 (hereafter, the bill) was introduced in the Legislative Assembly by the Hon. Anoulack Chanthivong MP, Minister for Better Regulation and Fair Trading, on 27 June 2025.  
1.2 The object of the bill, as set out in its explanatory note, is to amend the Residential Tenancies Act 2010 as follows: 
a) to require a landlord or landlord’s agent to make disclosures in relation to exclusive supply networks, the use of digitally generated or altered images and other prescribed information when advertising residential premises for rent
b) to require a landlord or landlord’s agent to disclose the existence of an exclusive supply network for residential premises, and the relevant services supplied under the network, before entering into a residential tenancy agreement for the premises
c) to require a landlord or landlord’s agent to give a rent record to a tenant when a tenancy terminates
d) to allow a tenant who applies for consent to keep a pet within 7 days after entering into a residential tenancy agreement to keep the pet until the landlord gives a written response 
e) to apply the Australian Privacy Principles to landlords, agents of landlords and persons employed or engaged by landlords, agents of landlords or tenants to deal with tenants’ personal information (each a residential tenancy entity)
f) to provide for additional measures to protect tenants’ personal information, including in relation to the collection, use and destruction of personal information and penalties for contraventions
g) to increase the penalties for offences relating to terms that must or must not be included in residential tenancy agreements, amounts payable by a tenant before or on entering into a residential tenancy agreement and the way rent is paid
h) to authorise the Civil and Administrative Tribunal (the Tribunal) to restrict the collection, use or disclosure of personal information by a residential tenancy entity, to require a residential tenancy entity to give access to, or to destroy, amend or de-identify, personal information held by the entity and to make an order of compensation for economic loss suffered because of a contravention of the new measures to protect tenants’ personal information
i) to require landlords, agents of landlords and database operators to give a person, on request, a copy of personal information about the person listed in a residential tenancy database
j) to provide for regulation-making powers in relation to the protection of tenants’ personal information.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  	Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025, explanatory note.] 

1.3 On 3 February 2026, the Legislative Council agreed to refer the bill to Portfolio Committee No. 8 – Customer Service for inquiry and report by Monday, 23 March 2026. Of particular interest to the member who moved to refer the bill to an inquiry were its provisions pertaining to the keeping of pets in rental properties and the processes by which this occurs.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  	Hansard, NSW Legislative Council, 3 February 2026, pp 73-74. ] 

1.4 In conducting its inquiry the committee resolved to only invite a select number of stakeholders to make a submission and/or appear as a witness at the hearing. The committee also accepted a limited number of submissions from stakeholders with lived experience.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  	Portfolio Committee No. 8, NSW Legislative Council, Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025, Minutes no. 43, 5 February 2026. ] 

1.5 Appendix 4 provides a copy of the transcript from the committee's hearing held on 16 March 2026. 
[bookmark: _Toc225168218]Committee comment
1.6 The majority of inquiry participants supported the NSW Government’s proposal that landlords should not be allowed to ask about animals in the application process, and felt that this was an important step for people with animals to have a fair chance at securing rental accommodation.
1.7 However, the committee also heard concerns about the operation of the Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025, particularly in relation to the possible impacts of the bill on animals and vulnerable renters, including those experiencing domestic and family violence and/or at risk of homelessness.
1.8 The committee notes the submissions and evidence received from stakeholders in response to the bill. It heard from a range of stakeholders, including peak body organisations representing animal welfare and domestic and family violence services, tenant advocacy groups, and property owner and real estate industry representatives.  
1.9 On that basis, the committee supports the bill proceeding to debate and stresses that the concerns identified by stakeholders as set out in submissions and during the hearing be addressed during debate in the House. 
1.10 The committee makes the following recommendations:

	
	[bookmark: _Toc224808347][bookmark: _Toc225167389]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc224808348][bookmark: _Toc224809012][bookmark: _Toc225157054][bookmark: _Toc225157350][bookmark: _Toc225167390]That the Legislative Council proceed to debate the Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025. 

	
	[bookmark: _Toc224808349][bookmark: _Toc225167391]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc224808956][bookmark: _Toc224809014][bookmark: _Toc225157056][bookmark: _Toc225157352][bookmark: _Toc225167392][bookmark: _Toc224808957][bookmark: _Toc224809015]That the NSW Government consider the following amendments to the Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025 proposed by stakeholders to address concerns raised in evidence: 
[bookmark: _Toc225157057][bookmark: _Toc225157353][bookmark: _Toc225167393]amend proposed section 73B(1A) to allow a tenant 14 days (instead of 7 days) to keep an animal at the residential premises before applying for consent to keep the animal
[bookmark: _Toc225157354][bookmark: _Toc225167394]allow a tenant to keep an animal at the residential premises until any application to the NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal (NCAT) has been determined (if they apply to NCAT within 14 days of refusal)
[bookmark: _Toc225157355][bookmark: _Toc225167395]allow a tenant to keep an animal at the residential premises for 30 days from the date of the landlord’s decision to refuse consent to keep the animal or, if the tenant applied to NCAT, 30 days from the NCAT decision refusing the animal
[bookmark: _Toc225157356][bookmark: _Toc225167396]require rental advertisements to disclose:
· [bookmark: _Toc225157357][bookmark: _Toc225167397]whether the landlord lives at the property or
· [bookmark: _Toc225157358][bookmark: _Toc225167398]whether there is any Act, law, local council order, by-law or community rule that restricts or prevents the keeping of an animal
· [bookmark: _Toc225157359][bookmark: _Toc225167399]if a previous application for a pet has been refused in the rental home, information about when this pet was refused, on what grounds, and what species the pet was
[bookmark: _Toc225157360][bookmark: _Toc225167400]require a landlord to pay the tenants reasonable moving costs if the ground for refusal was required to be disclosed at the point of advertising, and it was not disclosed (e.g. if the landlord lives at the property)
[bookmark: _Toc225157361][bookmark: _Toc225167401]allow tenants to terminate their lease without penalty, with 30 days’ notice, if their application to keep an animal is refused – and allow the animal to remain at the rental premises during that period.





	
	[bookmark: _Toc224808350][bookmark: _Toc225167402]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc224808966][bookmark: _Toc224809024][bookmark: _Toc225157059][bookmark: _Toc225157363][bookmark: _Toc225167403]That the NSW Government consider taking steps to: 
[bookmark: _Toc224808967][bookmark: _Toc224809025][bookmark: _Toc225157060][bookmark: _Toc225157364][bookmark: _Toc225167404]support greater community education regarding animals in rentals
[bookmark: _Toc224808968][bookmark: _Toc224809026][bookmark: _Toc225157061][bookmark: _Toc225157365][bookmark: _Toc225167405]support better data disclosure and data tracking around the outcome of applications to keep animals in rentals 
[bookmark: _Toc224808969][bookmark: _Toc224809027][bookmark: _Toc225157062][bookmark: _Toc225157366][bookmark: _Toc225167406]review the Residential Tenancies Act 2010 and consider implementing the process in place in other states and territories where the onus is on the landlord to apply to the relevant tribunal if they wish to prohibit animals on the residential premises.
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	Date
	Name
	Position and Organisation

	Monday 16 March 2026
Preston Stanley 
Parliament House
Sydney
	Mr Troy Wilkie
	Senior Policy Officer, RSPCA

	
	Mr Samuel Davis
	Vice President, Animal Care Australia

	
	Ms Tara Ward
	Managing Solicitor, Animal Defenders Office

	
	Mr Stephen Albin
	CEO, Animal Welfare League NSW

	
	Ms Eloise Parrab

	Policy and Advocacy Manager, Tenant's Union of NSW

	
	Mr Leo Patterson Ross
	CEO, Tenant's Union of NSW

	
	Mr Jason Partridge
	Member of Real Estate Institute of NSW's Property Management Chapter Committee

	
	Mr John Gilmovich
	President, Property Owner's Association of NSW

	
	Mr James Ruben
	Vice President, Property Owner's Association of NSW

	
	Ms Livia Stanton
	Senior Policy and Advocacy Officer, Domestic Violence NSW

	
	Ms Rhiannon Cook
	Interim Deputy CEO, Domestic Violence NSW

	
	Ms Anna Ludvik
	(Acting) CEO and Founder of Lucy's Project (via videoconference)

	
	Ms Rishika Pai
	Board Director, Lucy's Project

	
	Ms Trina Jones
	NSW Rental Commissioner, NSW Fair Trading.
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[bookmark: _Toc225168221]Minutes
[bookmark: AppxPageTwo][bookmark: MinutesNo]Minutes no. 43
Thursday 5 February 2026
Portfolio Committee No. 8 – Customer Service
Members Lounge, NSW Parliament, Sydney, 12.42 pm
1. Members present
Ms Hurst, Chair
Ms Boyd (substituting for Dr Cohn for the duration of the inquiry into Residential Tenancies
Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025)
Mr Buttigieg
Mr Fang
Mrs MacDonald
Mr Primrose
Ms Suvaal
2. The committee noted the following items of correspondence:
Received
4 February 2026 – Email from Dr Amanda Cohn MLC to the secretariat advising that Ms Abigail Boyd will be substituting for her for the duration of the inquiry into the Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025.
3. Inquiry into the Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025
3.1 Terms of reference
The committee noted the following terms of reference referred by the House on 3 February 2026:
(1) 	That the Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025 be referred to Portfolio Committee No. 8 – Customer Service for inquiry and report.
3.2 Reporting of bills inquiries
The committee noted that in the recent Chairs' Committee meeting in October 2025, Chairs endorsed the proposal that unless the relevant committee decides otherwise, reports of bills inquiries consist of transcript and minutes only, in addition to recommendation(s) to the House.
3.3 Proposed timeline 
Resolved, on the motion of Ms Suvaal: That the committee adopt the following timeline for the administration of the inquiry:
Friday 6 March 2026 – closing date for submissions (4 weeks)
Monday 16 March 2026 – hearing
Wednesday, 17 or Thursday 18 March 2026 – transcript expected 
Friday 20 March 2026 – report deliberative
Monday 23 March 2026 – report tabling.
The committee noted that the report will be distributed less than 7 days prior to the deliberative.
3.4 Stakeholder and witness list 
Resolved, on the motion of Mr Buttigieg: That the following stakeholders be invited to make a submission and/or appear as a witness at the hearing:
RSPCA NSW
Lucy’s Project
Tenants' Union
Domestic Violence NSW
Animal Defenders Office
Cat Protection Society
Real Estate Institute of NSW
The Property Owners' Association of NSW
Property Council of Australia
Rental Commissioner
Resolved, on the motion of Mr Buttigieg: That members be provided with the opportunity to nominate additional stakeholders to make a submission and/or appear as a witness to give evidence by 2.00 pm Friday 6 February 2026 and that the committee agree to additional stakeholders by email, unless a meeting of the committee is required to resolve any disagreement.
Resolved, on the motion of Ms Boyd: That the committee adopt the following approach to this inquiry:
not seek or advertise submissions
not open the submission portal on the inquiry page
not accept pro-formas
accept submissions from organisations, groups and individuals with lived experience on request.
3.5 Post-hearing responses
The committee noted that due to the extremely tight timeframe between the hearing and report deliberative there is no time for supplementary questions and a very limited window for answers to questions on notice.
Resolved, on the motion of Ms Suvaal: That transcript corrections, answers to questions on notice, clarifications to evidence and additional information be provided within 24 hours of the receipt of the transcript by the witness.
4. Adjournment
The committee adjourned at 12.48 pm, until Tuesday 24 February 2026, Macquarie Room, Parliament House (Budget Estimates hearing).

Markus Bell
Committee Clerk

Minutes no. 48
Monday 16 March 2026
Portfolio Committee No. 8 – Customer Service
Preston Stanley Room, Parliament House, Sydney, 9.15 am
1. Members present
Ms Hurst, Chair
Ms Boyd (via videoconference)
Mr Buttigieg
Mr Fang (via videoconference)
Mrs MacDonald
Mr Primrose (via videoconference)
Ms Suvaal (via videoconference)
1. Apologies
1. Previous minutes
Resolved, on the motion of Mr Buttigieg: That draft minutes no. 43 be confirmed.
1. Correspondence
The committee noted the following items of correspondence:
Received: 
19 February 2026 – Email from Chiara Moore, Whip's Advisor to Office of Hon. Bob Nanva MLC, advising that Stephen Lawrence will be substituting for Peter Primrose for the 20 March PC8 report deliberative 
11 March 2026 – Email from Emma Thompson, NSW Deputy Executive Director of Property Council of Australia, declining invitation to appear at the inquiry hearing on 16 March 2026 
11 March 2026 – Email from Kristina Vesk, CEO of The Cat Protection Society of NSW Ltd., declining invitation to appear at the inquiry hearing on 16 March 2026.
1. Inquiry into the Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025
9. Public submissions
The committee noted that the following submissions were published by the committee clerk under the authorisation of the resolution appointing the committee: submission nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. 
9. Election of Deputy Chair
The Chair noted the absence of the Deputy Chair for the meeting.
The Chair called for nominations for a member to act as Deputy Chair for the purpose of the meeting.
Mr Buttigieg moved: That Mrs MacDonald be elected acting Deputy Chair for the duration of hearing.
9. Report deliberative date and time  
The committee noted that it previously resolved to hold its report deliberative on Friday, 20 March 2026. The committee also noted that the report deliberative will be held at 3.00 pm in room 1043, as agreed via email. 
9. Transcript from Hansard 
The committee noted that Hansard have advised that the transcript will likely be ready for members by Wednesday, 18 March 2026.  
9. Reporting of bills inquiries
The committee again noted that in the recent Chairs' Committee meeting in October 2025, Chairs endorsed the proposal that unless the relevant committee decides otherwise, reports of bills inquiries consist of transcript and minutes only, in addition to recommendation(s) to the House (standard recommendations for bills inquiries of this nature are that the bill proceed or not proceed to debate in the House).   
9. Sequence of questions
Resolved, on the motion of Mr Fang: That the allocation of questions to be asked at the hearing be left in the hands of the Chair. 
9. Post hearing responses 
As previously noted due to the extremely tight timeframe between the hearing and report deliberative there is no time for supplementary questions and a very limited window for answers to questions on notice.
The committee also noted that, as previously resolved, transcript corrections, answers to questions on notice, clarifications to evidence and additional information be provided within 24 hours of the receipt of the transcript by the witness.
9. Public hearing
Witnesses, the media and the public were admitted.
The Chair made an opening statement.
The following witness was sworn and examined:
· Mr Troy Wilkie, Senior Policy Officer, RSPCA.
The evidence concluded and the witness withdrew.
The following witnesses were sworn and examined: 
· Mr Samuel Davis, Vice President, Animal Care Australia
· Ms Tara Ward, Managing Solicitor, Animal Defenders Office (via videoconference)
· Mr Stephen Albin, CEO, Animal Welfare League NSW.
The evidence concluded and the witnesses withdrew.
The following witnesses were sworn and examined: 
· Ms Eloise Parrab, Policy and Advocacy Manager, Tenant's Union of NSW
· Mr Leo Patterson Ross, CEO, Tenant's Union of NSW.
The evidence concluded and the witnesses withdrew.
The following witnesses were sworn and examined: 
· Mr Jason Partridge, Member of Real Estate Institute of NSW's Property Management Chapter Committee
· Mr John Gilmovich, President, Property Owner's Association of NSW
· Mr James Ruben, Vice President, Property Owner's Association of NSW.
The evidence concluded and the witnesses withdrew.
The following witnesses were sworn and examined: 
· Ms Livia Stanton, Senior Policy and Advocacy Officer, Domestic Violence NSW
· Ms Rhiannon Cook, Interim Deputy CEO, Domestic Violence NSW
· Ms Anna Ludvik, (Acting) CEO and Founder of Lucy's Project (via videoconference)
· Ms Rishika Pai, Board Director, Lucy's Project.
The evidence concluded and the witnesses withdrew.
The following witness was sworn and examined: 
· Ms Trina Jones, NSW Rental Commissioner, NSW Fair Trading. 
The public hearing concluded at 4.03 pm. The public and the media withdrew.
1. Adjournment
The committee adjourned at 4.03 pm.
1. Next meeting
Friday, 20 March 2026, 3.00 pm, room 1043, Parliament House. 

Markus Bell
Committee Clerk
Draft minutes no. 49
Friday 20 March 2026
Portfolio Committee No. 8 – Customer Service
Room 1043, Parliament House, Sydney at 3.04 pm
1.	Members present
Ms Hurst, Chair
Mrs Maclaren-Jones (substituting for Mr Fang), via videoconference
Ms Boyd, via videoconference
Mr Buttigieg
Mrs MacDonald
Mr Lawrence (substituting for Mr Primrose), via teleconference
Ms Suvaal, via videoconference
2.	Previous minutes
Resolved, on the motion of Mr Buttigieg: That draft minutes no. 48 be confirmed.
3.	Correspondence
The committee noted the following items of correspondence:
Received
· 18 March 2026 – Email from Ms Tara Ward, Managing Solicitor (volunteer) with Animal Defenders Office Inc., advising on suggested corrections to Hansard transcript
· 18 March 2026 – Email from office of Ms Trina Jones, NSW Rental Commissioner, NSW Fair Trading to Secretariat, advising on suggested corrections to Hansard transcript
· 18 March 2026 – Email from Mr Leo Patterson Ross, CEO of Tenant's Union NSW to Secretariat, advising on factual errors made while giving evidence during the 16 March 2026 hearing
· 17 March 2026 – Email from Ms Molly Funnell, office of Mrs Maclaren-Jones to Secretariat, advising that Mrs Maclaren-Jones will be substituting for Mr Fang for the 20 March PC8 report deliberative.
Resolved, on the motion of Mrs MacDonald: That the committee:
· publish the correspondence dated 18 March 2026 from Mr Leo Patterson Ross, Ms Tara Ward, and Ms Jones providing a clarification to their evidence at the hearing on 16 March 2026 
· insert a footnote at the relevant points in the transcript of 16 March 2026 noting that correspondence clarifying the evidence had been received and providing a hyperlink to the published correspondence.
4.	Consideration of Chair's draft report
The Chair submitted her draft report entitled 'Residential Tenancies Amendment (Protection of Personal Information) Bill 2025', which, having been previously circulated, was taken as being read.
Ms Boyd moved: That Recommendation 2 be amended by inserting as a new sub-point under 'require rental advertisements to disclose':
· 'if a previous application for a pet has been refused in the rental home, information about when this pet was refused, on what grounds, and what species the pet was'
Question put and passed.
Ms Boyd moved: That:
a) Recommendation 2 be amended by inserting the following new dot point at the end: 
· 'Implement the process in place in other states and territories where the onus is on the landlord to apply to the relevant tribunal if they wish to prohibit animals on the residential premises'
b) Recommendation 3 be amended by omitting the following words: 'Review the Residential Tenancies Act 2010 and consider implementing the process in place in other states and territories where the onus is on the landlord to apply to the relevant tribunal if they wish to prohibit animals on the residential premises.'
Question put.
The committee divided.
Ayes: Ms Boyd, Ms Hurst.
Noes: Mr Buttigieg, Mr Lawrence, Mrs MacDonald, Mrs Maclaren-Jones, Ms Suvaal.
Question resolved in the negative.
Resolved, on the motion of Mr Buttigieg: That: 
The draft report as amended be the report of the committee and that the committee present the report to the House;
The transcripts of evidence, tabled documents, submissions, correspondence, and answers to questions taken on notice relating to the inquiry be tabled in the House with the report,
Upon tabling, all unpublished attachments to submissions be kept confidential by the committee
Upon tabling, all unpublished transcripts of evidence, tabled documents, submissions, correspondence and answers to questions taken on notice related to the inquiry be published by the committee, except for those documents kept confidential by resolution of the committee 
The committee secretariat correct any typographical, grammatical and formatting errors prior to tabling
The committee secretariat be authorised to update any committee comments where necessary to reflect changes to recommendations or new recommendations resolved by the committee
Dissenting statements be provided to the secretariat within 24 hours after receipt of the draft minutes of the meeting
The secretariat is tabling the report at 3.00 pm, Monday 23 March 2026
The Chair to advise the secretariat and members if they intend to hold a press conference, and if so, the date and time.
5.	Dissenting statements 
Resolved, on the motion of Ms Boyd: That dissenting statements be provided to the secretariat by 10.00 am, Monday 23 March 2026.
6.	Adjournment
The committee adjourned at 3.10 pm, sine die.

Markus Bell
Committee Clerk
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